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A NEW SERICOTHRIPS (THYSANOPTERA) FROM 
AFRICA. 


By J. Douctas Hoop, U. S. Biological Survey. 


The following description of an interesting little species of 
thrips taken in Africa by Lieut. Arthur W. Jobbins-Pomeroy of 
the Nigeria Regiment has been in manuscript for nearly two years, 
and is published at this time, in advance of a more extensive paper 
on the species of the same region, for the reason that the insect 
is the first of its genus to be recorded from beyond the limits of 
the Holarctic faunal realm. 

The writer is indebted to Lt.-Col. Sir David Prain, Director of 
the Royal Botanic Gardens at Kew, England, for securing the 
determination of the plants from which the types were collected. 


Sericothrips occipitalis sp. nov. Female (macropterous).—Length about 
og mm. General color pale brownish yellow, with numerous, clearly de- 
fined, brown markings. 

Head widest across eyes, about 1.8 times as wide as long; color pale 
brownish yellow, both above and below, with vertical region dark brown; 
cheeks straight, nearly parallel, about half the length of eyes; frontal 
costa with V-shaped notch; occipital line represented only by a heavy 
brown line behind ocelli; occiput prominently reticulate with fine, dark 
lines, which are more indistinct and transverse near eyes; ocellar area 
very finely and evenly transversely striate. Eyes prominent, protruding, 
about two thirds as long as head and nearly as wide as their interval. 
Ocelli of posterior pair rather widely separated, pigment red. Antenne 
slender, about 3.5 times the length of head, of normal structure; segments 
1 and 2 nearly colorless; 3-5 pale gray, the apex of 4 and the apical half 
of 5 slightly infuscate; 6-8 concolorous with apex of 5; segment 6 with 
two long, slender, pale sense-cones, one on the inner and one on the outer 
surface, attached nearly their entire tength, thus forming two longitudinal 
pale lines; segment 5 with one oblique similar structure on inner ventral 
surface. 

Prothorax a little longer than head and about twice as wide as long, 
lateral and posterior margins rounded, anterior margin very slightly and 
roundly emarginate; pronotum pale brownish yellow except for a large, 
sellate, brown blotch which is margined with a darker brown line and 
which occupies slightly more than the posterior half of the median two 
thirds, this blotch arcuately emarginate in front and with the sides par- 
allel; coxae brown, femora and tibiæ yellowish, slightly infuscate laterally ; 
pronotum exceedingly finely and closely and rather obscurely transversely 
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striate with anastomosing lines in the area of the dark blotch, the lateral 
and anterior portions prominently reticulate like the occiput; bristles 
normal to the genus, there being one long closely appressed pair near the 
posterior angles. Pterothorax brown in general color, with a more or 
less distinct pale girdle just behind middle cox; mesoscutum about as 
closely striate as prothoracic blotch, the lines converging (as usual) to 
three points on posterior margin; metascutum nearly as closely longitudi- 
nally striate. Fore wings brown at extreme base, then with a narrow, 
white, transverse band, the remainder of wing brownish gray, slightly 
paler toward apex; nearly twice as wide just beyond scale as at middle, 
the greatest subbasal width (exclusive of scale) about one tenth the length 
of wing; costal margin with about 27 equidistant bristles, anterior vein 
with about 29, posterior vein (absent?) unarmed. Middle and hind legs 
pale yellow, shaded more or less distinctly with brownish around middle 
femora and tibiæ, coxæ brown. 

Abdomen moderately stout, about 1.6 times the width of prothorax; 
segments 1-3 and 6 pale yellowish brown, 4 and 5 yellowish white, 7-9 
dark brown, 10 yellow; a dark line extends across base of tergites 2-7, 
that on 7 being arcuate in median third instead of strictly transverse; 
posterior margins of segments produced ať sides (and also at middle of 
apical segments) into long, slender spines; pubescence absent from most 
of median third of tergites 2-5, brown in color except on 4 and 5; seg- 
ment 10 divided above in apical two fifths; bristles norman to the genus. 

Measurements of paratype: Length 0.864 mm.; head, length 0.084 mm., 
width 0.150 mm.; prothorax, length 0.098 mm., width 0.200 mm.; ptero- 
thorax, width 0.252 mm.; fore wing, length 0714 mm., width near base 
0.068 mm., at middle 0.035 mm.; abdomen, width 0.328 mm. 


Antennal segments: I 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
Length (#) ......... 23 ay (og) ATO) K 
Wae O ae 26 26 IīIỌọ 19) 16) I5 6 5 


Total length of antenna 0.299 mm. 


Male (macropterous).—Length about 0.8 mm. Color as in female ex- 
cept that abdominal segments 1-3 and 6-8 are dark brown and concolorous, 
4 and 5 being white and ọ and 10 brown, fading to yellowish at apex; a 
dark, straight line extends across base of tergites 2-9; three pairs of 
minute black dots just basal to the transverse line of segments 2-8. 

Measurement of allotype: Length 0.768 mm.; head, length 0.072 mm., 
width 0.150 mm.; prothorax, length 0.092 mm., width 0.192 mm.; ptero- 
. thorax, width 0.228 mm.; fore wing, length 0.618 mm., width near base 
0.054 mm., at middle 0.030 mm.; abdomen, width 0.198 mm. 


Antennal segments: I 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
Tengt @B) T O E12 es OOM, 
Width (#) .......... Pa Pi GP y a T 6 5 


Total length of antenna 0,283 mm. 
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Described from 2 females and 1 male, taken by Arthur W. 
Jobbins-Pomeroy at Ibadan, southern Nigeria, January 11 and 
14, 1915, on Desmodium lasiocarpum DC., Andropogon tectorum 
Schum. & Thonn., and Bougainvillea glabra Choisy. 

Though taken from three species of plants, the series is thor- 
oughly homogeneous both in color and structure. The absence 
of. a true occipital line and the reticulate sculpture of the whole 
occipital area are sufficient to distinguish it from all previously 
described species. 


SYNCHLORA AVIDARIA N. SP.—(LEP., GEOMETRIDZ). 


By RicHarp F. Pearsatz, Allaben, N. Y. 


Size, wing shape and color very close to S. denticulata Walk.—a clear, 
pale pea green, the costa of fore wings above and beneath is narrowly 
margined with white, sometimes tinged with rose at bases, and the den- 
ticulate, thread-like white lines crosssing both wings are precisely as in 
denticulata. Fringe green, whitened at outer edge; and between veins at 
base, a single white dot forming a partial marginal row. Abdomen above 
green, marked longitudinally at centre with a white line. Pure white 
below. Antenne in g pectinate at base, graduating to simple at apices, 
snow white above, the pectinations and beneath yellowish. On the 2 sim- 
ple. A broad white band on occiput covers their bases, and there is a 
narrower one in front above labrum. Front a dull brownish red, quite 
rosy in some fresh specimens, with a narrow red line often present, divid- 
ing the white occipital patch from the green collar. Beneath, the wings 
are silvery white with a greenish cast, without markings. The body and 
legs snow white, excepting the front femora which are green. 

Type g from Palmerlee, Cochise Co., Arizona (June), was taken many 
years ago by the late Henry W. Marsden, and is in the collection of the 
American Museum of Natural History in New York. 

The allotype 9 from Oracle, Arizona, June 30, 1904, came to me from 
Mr. E. J. Oslar, and is in the same collection. A paratype ? is from the 
same source, taken at Oracle on the same day. 


The species here described I have had from Florida, Arizona 
and San Diego, Cal. It may easily be separated from denticulata, 
a southeastern species, which has the front green; and, in its 
western habitat, from liguoraria Gu., with its red front, by wing 
texture and its clear green color, not inclined to yellowish, as in 
the latter. 


